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ADDING LANDS TO THE OREGON NATIONAL FOREST

JANUARY 13, 1925.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. SINNOTT, from the Committee on the Public Lands, submitted
the following

REPORT

[To accompany H. R. 5612]

The Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred H. R.
5612 to authorize the addition of certain lands to the Oregon National
Forest, having considered the same, report it to the House with the
recommendation that it do pass with the following amendments:
Amend the title of the bill to read as follows:
To authorize the addition of certain lands to the Mount Hood National Forest.

Page 1, line 7, strike out the word " Oregon " and insert "Mount
Hood."
Page 2, line 4, at the end of the line insert a comma.
Page 2, line 11, after the semicolon following the numerals "28"

insert "southeast quarter and."
Add the following section:
SEC. 2. All public lands within the areas described in section 1 hereof are hereby

added to the Mount Hood National Forest and shall hereafter become subject to
all laws and regulations applicable to national forests. But the addition of said
lands shall not affect any entry or vested right under the public land laws initiated
prior to the passage of this act.

The above measure proposes to authorize the acceptance of title
from private owners of approximately 17,000 acres of lands, which
are outside of the forest, but adjacent thereto, and giving in exchange
therefor, under the general exchange act of March 20, 1922, approxi-
mately equal values of national forest lands or timber. The bill
was referred to the Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of
the Interior for their views thereon. The letters from the Secretary
of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior, dated January 29,
* 1.45-25.
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1924, and March 1, 1924, are herein set out in full for the information
of the House, as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, March 1, 1924.

Hon. N. J. SINNOTT,
Chairman Committee on the Public Lands,

House of Representatives.
MY DEAR MR. SINNOTT: I have received your request for report on H. R.

5612, to authorize addition of certain lands to the Oregon National Forest in
Oregon through exchange.
By Executive order dated January 21, 1924, the name of the reservation was

changed to Mount Hood National Forest. The measure would authorize ex-
change of privately-owned lands within the areas therein described for Gov-
ernnient land or timber in any national forest in the State under the provisions
of the national forest consolidation law of March 20, 1922 (42 Stat. 465). The
described areas adjoin the national forest, are located on the east slopes of the
Cascade Range, and form part of the Hood River Valley. The records of the
General Land Office of this department show that such areas contain 19,446.25
acres which have almost entirely passed out of Government ownership, largely
under the timber and stone law. There are some scattered tracts of unappropri-
ated public land within such areas aggregating 636.47 acres.
I am not informed as to the necessity or advisability of the legislation proposed,

but would interpose no objection to the enactment of the bill as the exchanges
contemplated are optional with the Government.

Reference of the measure to the Secretary of Agriculture is suggested as he is
primarily interested in the exchange proposed.

Very truly yours,

Hon. N. J. SnoroTT,
Chairman Committee on the Public Lands,

House of Representatives.
DEAR MR. SINNOTT: Reference is made to your letter of January 19, inclos-

ing a copy of the bill (H. R. 5612), to authorize the addition of certain lands to
the Oregon National Forest.

Its enactment would authorize the acceptance of title from private owners of
approximately 17,000 acres of lands which are outside but adjoining an existing
national forest in the State of that name, and giving in exchange, under the gen-
eral exchange act of March 20, 1922, approximately equal values of national
forest lands or timber within the same State.
The areas described have been examined by competent forest officers whose

reports show them to be in the foothills of the Cascade Range of mountains and
skirting Hood River Valley at elevations extending from 1,500 feet up to much
higher points. They form indentations into the northwestern part of the national
forest. High ridges and steep slopes, ranging from 35 to 85 per cent, are charac-
teristic. There is much outcropping of rock. Agricultural pursuits are not
feasible because of lack of arable soil, steep slopes, and the severe climatic con-
ditions prevailing at those elevations. The lands are chiefly valuable for timber
production and watershed protection, and would have been added to the national
forest at the time the boundaries were established, but for the fact that prior
thereto they had been acquired by private persons, under the timber and stone
and homestead laws, who recognized their values for the timber they supported.
Some of the land still carries a fair quantity of timber. Much of it, however,
has been logged off. In its unprotected state, fires visit the region and endanger
the timber now within the Oregon National Forest to which these areas adjoin
The department has uniformly favored legislation which would make it

piosible to acquire for national forest administration lands such as these which
form parts of natural units for forest administration. The expense of admini-stering the national forest would not be increased appreciably by the addition ofthese lands which are of the same general character as those now within theboundaries.
The records in the Forest Service show that there are approximately 480acres of public lands intermingled with the privately owned lands proposed forexchange. It is suggested therefore that authority be given for the inclusion of

HUBERT WORK.

JANUARY 29, 1924.
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the public lands so as to consolidate administration units when exchanges are
consunimated. The following as section 2 would accomplish this object:
"All public lands within the areas described in section 1 hereof are hereby added

to the Mount Hood National Forest and shall hereafter become subject to all
laws and regulations applicable to national forests. But the addition of said
lands shall not affect any entry or vested right under the public land laws initiated
prior to the passage of this act."
On January 21, 1924, the President, by Executive order, changed the name of

this national forest to the Mount Hood National Forest. The bill should there,
f ore be correspondingly changed in line 7 of page 1 and also in its title. The
following corrections of the land descriptions should also be made:
Page 2, line 4, at the end of the line insert a comma.
Page 2, line 11, after the semicolon following the numerals "28" insert "south-

east quarter and."
Since many of these tracts could be acquired from their owners for equal

values of national forest lands or timber, and such exchanges will be in the public
interests, the department recommends favorable consideration of the measure
as amended.

Sincerely yours,
HENRY C. WALLACE,

Secretary.

The bill H. R. 5612 was also transmitted to the county court
of Hood River County, Oreg., and received the favorable consider-
ation of the court, as shown by the following resolution approved
February 7, 1924, signed by H. L. Hasbrouck, county judge, and
Commissioners F. H. Blackman and Allison Fletcher:

Whereas it appears that an adequate supply of water for irrigation is absolutely
necessary for the production of crops in the Hood River Valley; that this neces-
sity is constantly and steadily increasing and the welfare and prosperity of the
people of this valley are entirely dependent upon its water supply; that it is
deemed very essential that each and every acre of land on the Hoed River water-
shed, not suitable for agriculture, be included within and made a part of the
Oregon National Forest in order to insure its reforestation and protection: There-
fore be it

Resolved, That the Hood River County Court indorses and approves the
inclusion within the Oregon National Forest of the lands along the West Fork
of Hood River, in Hood River County, Oreg., as presented to the Congress in
H. R. 5612.
Approved February 7, 1924, Hood River County Court.

H. L. HASBROUCK, County Judge.
F. H. BLACKMAN, Commissioner.
ALLISON FLETCHER, Commissioner.
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